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Too soon we find Lhere are stordies
1o be told,
But the best are the memondies we've
sdhared with those who caned,

-Carlie McKnight-

In appreciation of the Love, caxrding
and giving shared by her daughtens
and their families, we are hosting a
90th binihday safute for ouxr mothen,
Speranza.

You are condially invited to aifend a
Luncheon Reception on Decembexn 6, 1987
from 1:00-3:00 p.m. at the Montrose
ELRs Lodge, 801 S. Hillcrest Drdve.

We nequest no gifts. Our hope Ls that
you may have specdial memories, piciures,
recdpes, on thoughts you would Like Lo
share of youn falendship with mothen
and maill to Syfvia Blackburn, 208 Halto
Via Circle, Durango, Co. 81301 by
November 15 fo be inserted info a
Memory Book.

Since her binth ninety yeans ago Lin Pracornc, Tyrnol, Austria {(now Italy) on
Jecemben 6, 1897, Speranza has had a very fulfilling Life £in that the path she
rhose to travel has brought hen many different experiences and challenges. She
jeels fontunate in beding blessed with s0 many friends and family who have hefped
1ten ghow Ln accepting the many changes which have Zaken place down through the
jeans and often expresses her gratitude.

Speranza was marnied July 19, 1919 to Fiorne Pangrazi Ln Pracorno with the promise
they would come fo the United States. This promise was fulfilled on December

73, 1920 when arndiving in Tellunrdide, Cofeorado. Afier spending one month An
“ellLunide they moved Zo Matternhorn, Colonrado into a one room Log cabin (stilk
standing) whene Fiore wonked one- year for the San Bernardo Mine before its
Losing. They then moved Lo Ophinr Loop and punrchased a home at the fooi of Zhe
Jphir Needles where their Zhree daughters were boan. These were very busy yeans
tlong with some hardship due fo Zhe depression. She was busy being a homemaken,
shich included painting, paperning, gardening, canning, embnroidening, crocheiding,
wnditing, baking and sewing. Many fimes she would be found washing and scrubbing
Lothes on a washboand plus mending fon minens. She was a seamdfress fon many

14 the nedighbons. WAith the help of hen daughtens she taughi hersel§ to nead,
mite and speak the English Language; senved as Sechetary fon the School Boanrnd
wnd boarded several of the schoolteachens; senved on the Efection Boand, and
raned for two bachelfors who were sufferning from sificosdis. 1In 1945 they moved

‘o Telluride where Fione Wonrked in the mine and as a carpenten's helpen. Henre
he was able to pursue her Love for sewing and spent many enjoyable houns on hex
ravonite hobby, which included high school pep club undifornms; altering iz

cewing for women, men and childnren; drapes for the Telluride ELRs Lodge, and altar
Lothes fon St. Patrnich's Catholic Chunch. She was Left a widow in 1959 and
Lved alone until 1984, She now spends the summen in Tellunide with Katiherdine
wnd winten in Montrose with Tda and Carnlie. 1In the Last Zhree yeans she has
nocheted §ifty afghans and made many other handerafted anticles, Zakes hen daily
xencises and walk, Listens and gives advice when asked forn. Many times we heax
ven say, "Thank God fon all his blessdings--1 have many.”

‘ay it be possible for you to attend this special day in cefebraiion with oun
othen.

Sylvia, Katherine and Ida



